Blood loss in obstetrics.
A retrospective survey of recorded and estimated blood loss in 200 consecutive confinements at Port Moresby General Hospital (PMGH) in January 1981 is reported. Analysis of perinatal maternal haemoglobin drops in this series of normal and assisted vaginal deliveries revealed an average blood loss of 720 ml. There was very poor correlation between the magnitude of the haemoglobin drop and the volume of blood lost as recorded by the accoucheur. The results are discussed in the context of the normal blood volume expansion in pregnancy, and against the background of maternal deaths from haemorrhage in Papua New Guinea and in other countries.